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WHAT IT STANDS FOR 


* 


Strive for the establishment of a truly people’s 
democracy 

“Resist the attempts of powers-that-be in tamper- 
ing with democratic norms and institutions 


Support the ongoing struggle of the oppressed 
and the exploited 


t 


Strengthen the secular trait of the State and its 
institutions 


* 


Endeavour for an egalitarian society 


ve 


Promote human values that embrace every sphere — 
of life 


* 


Work for a cultural revolution to expedite the 
achievements of the foregoing objectives 


A PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT TO STRIVE FOR THE 
FURTHERANCE OF A TRULY DEMOCRATIC SECULAR 
EGALITARIAN AND JUST SOCIETY IN INDIA 
AND TO PROMOTE HUMAN VALUES 


In other words the Movement struggles for 


PPA PR Fare 


This booklet ‘Unending Struggle’ is not a report of 
the work of the Vigil India Movement. However it will help 
readers to get a glimpse of the: Struggle and style of 
functioning of a ‘People’s Movement.’ 
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HOPE FEARLESSNESS AND STRUGGLE 

Vigil India Movement strives to insti] Hope and Fear- 
lessness in the minds of the Indian people and equip them 
to struggle for their rights. 


FATALISTIC APPROACH 


The common man _ in India believes that India ean 
never escape from floods, drought, poverty, corruption and 
dynasty rule and that millions are destined to suffer for 
ever. Caste tensions can never be eradicated. The day 
of literacy will never dawn on India. Unemployment will 
be perennial. A hungry stomach and malnutrition will 
be a permanent part of life. Indian villages will never 
-awake. Many people have an inborn belief in fate. This 
results in a resignation to any appalling condition of 
living without a will to change. Reluctance to involve in 
persistent hard work for the eradication of poverty and 
corruption, too much of individualism, neglect of social 
responsibility among the educated, a ‘don’t care’ attitude 
to whatever happens in the stream of national life, abso- 
lute indifference to the gradual erosion of democratic and 
human values have come to stay with the Indian. The 
people eagerly look for a Messiah to appear to change 
the situation. They themselves feel helpless. This should 
not go on for long. There has to be a radical change. 
Hence the need.to train groups of people who would live 
a life of deep disquiet and alertness everyday becomes 
a must. 


A MOVEMENT IS BORN 

It is this disquiet and alertness that gave birth to 
Vigil India Movement on 29 June 1977. It is the natural 
outcome of the concern to quicken the consciousness 
particularly of the rural people for deep involvement in a 
constructive struggle against all forms of exploitation. 
Vigil India Movement strives for the emergence of a new 
society wherein everyone will have the opportunity to 
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participate in the socio-political processes that determine 
his or her future. | 


iT SPREADS WINGS 


The main strength of Vigil India Movement lies in the 
Vigil Groups spread in different areas of the country. The 
Vigil Groups are active both in the urban and rural areas. 
If democracy has to make any sense, people at the grass- 
root level must be awakened from their deep slumber. 
And so more emphasis is given to Vigil work in rural 
areas. The Movement is only six years old but it has 
already begun to take roots in Delhi, the Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,- Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, 
West Bengal, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu, Kerala. 
and Karnataka. | : 


It is enticing to organise Vigil Groups in the cities, 
all the more so among the elite. It is tough and often 
depressing to work among the illiterates and semi-liter- 
ates in the rural areas. But they form the major chunk of 
Indian population. It is they who are ignorant of Human 
Rights and have become targets of exploitation. Vigil 
India Movement has _ so far resisted the temptation to 
make itself an elitist movement and hopes to continue its 
work with an emphasis on the villages. On this lies its 
strength. Some efforts are also being made to promote 
the Movement among the urban people. 


Vigil India Movement does not have a hierarchical 
structure. It is upto the various areas and Vigil Groups 
to plan and act as the situation demands. Policies are 
not provided from ‘top’. This will stifle local initiative and 
growth. Local workers themselves see to it that the Vigil 
Groups are kept alive and active. The staff at the National 
Office makes occasional visits to various areas so that a 
link is maintained for mutual strength. National and regi- 
onal consultations are held from time to time to analyse 
and seek solutions to national and local problems. The 
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types of struggles that the Vigil Groups are involved in 
show that the existence of the Movement is a Challenge 
and a risk. Byt in a country like India what can one 
achieve without venturing risks and taking chances? 


WE BELONG TOGETHER 


With its long distances, large population, different 
languages and various cultural pulls what India needs 
today is a multiplicity of Movements, Organisations and 
Groups consistently dedicated to the cause of liberation 
of the masses from the shackles of exploitation and 
oppression. India’s villages portray a picture of extreme 
poverty and misery where human dignity means next to 
nothing. Any attempt to create a new Social order in 
which Human Rights and democracy are meaningful there- 
fore, is an arduous task which calls not only for prolonged 
.but also for deep and determined struggle against all 
forms of oppression. At every stage in the struggle 
human dignity has to be asserted. Those who stand for 
the basic dignity of man will have to fight against its 
erosion at all levels. Vigil India Movement extends its 
co-operation to all like-minded organisations. These vari- 
ous attempts need not necessarily be centralised or neatly 
co-ordinated. It is just not possible. What is most impor- 
tant is not the promotion of the Movement or Organisation 
but the survival of man, the achievement of a standard 
of living for all which can be called ‘Human’. 


Vigil India Movement Rev. M. A. THOMAS 
National Office President 
13 Charles Campbell Road 

Bangalore 560 005 

November 1983 
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After what was called a ‘political muddle’ emergency 
was Clamped upon the nation in June 1975 as the only way 
out. The result was chaos, confusion and disorder in 
every part of India. Everyone was groping for something 
or other to hold on to and get out of this ‘reign of terror.’ 
Then came the elections. 


March 1977 brought jubilation and hope to the country. 
But it was short-lived. The months following March were 
a record of lost opportunities, a betrayal of public trust, 
an insensitivity to the needs of the people and unfulfilled 
_ promises. The common man was pushed back further into 
a chaotic condition. The ‘betrayal drama’ was climaxed by 
two months of political acrobatics at the Centre in 1979. 
The true colour and the hollowness of the kind of demo- 
cracy we ‘enjoy’ was once again exposed. Under the 
existing social and political Structures, it does not seem 
to make any substantial difference as to who occupies the 
chair. Elections have become futile exercises of replacing 
rulers who do not care much for the down trodden masses 
of India. The government looks like a game of musical 
chair. 


TRUE DEMOCRACY 


We call ourselves the greatest democracy in the 
world. True, we still have some_ political democracy in 
India. People exercise their franchise once in five years, 
even oftener. These elections are often reduced to a 
mockery. 


: 
What are the objectives of Vigil India Movement ? 
Vigil India Movement has a two-fold objective: 


a} To strive for a truly democratic, secular, egali- 
tarian and just society in India. 


b) To promote Human Values. 


Elections should not become a democratic farce. 
Today money, liquor and goondaism play a vital role in 
influencing elections. It is high time our people become 
alert and try to rehabilitate the limping democracy. 


ECONOMIC CONTENT 


Has our democracy any economic content? The free- 
dom that has not been interfered with so far is the 
freedom to starve and die. Any democracy that denies 
to its people adequate food, clothing, shelter and other 
necessities of life is a hotch-potch. A Government that — 
fills its people with empty promises and not fulfil their 
daily needs has lost the right to govern. Democracy, if 
it has to make sense must usher in an egalitarian society. 


EDUCATION 


Our educational systems are in fact oppressive: struc- 
iures. The more one gets ‘educated’ the more he exploits 
the poor and the ignorant for his own benefit. By merely 
going through the educational institutions one becomes a 
‘superior’ being. Actually no one can say that the school 
education makes one really learned. The _ illiterates are 
often more educated than the so-called ‘educated’. Even — 
the existing educational system is out of reach for many. 
Millions are denied even the little benefit of this unpro- 
ductive system. Therefore, education should not be con- 
ceived only in terms of the so-called school education 


Is it a Political Movement ? 


Vigil India Movement is a Political Movement 
but certainly not a Political Party. Its main concern 
is the common man. To this end it cooperates with all 
those forces which strive for Human Rights. 
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but in terms of mass education which need not fail under 
any particular system. Mass education will educate the 
mind of the illiterates and make them aware of their 
Human Rights. The whole country should become a school 
and everyday life a lesson. This would demand a thorough 
overhauling of the existing educational process. 


EDUCATE THE RURAL FOLK 

It is the responsibility of every conscientious citizen 
to create an awareness among the people, particularly 
the rural folk, tribals and slum dwellers about their path- 
etic plight. They should be strengthened to struggle 
against the prevailing oppressive structures. It is thirty 
five years since the United Nations adopted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. What impact has it made 
on these exploited masses? When we speak of Human 
Rights we think not only of civil and political rights but 
also of socio-economic and cultural rights. People have 
to be made aware of their rights and duties. This social 
awareness does not arrive through our school and college 
education which is nothing but bookish. It will come only 
through resistance, protests and demonstrations against 
injustice. It will come through continued crying and 
shouting. 


Can members of political parties become members 
of Vigil India Movement ? 


Yes. The Movement's. doors are. open to all 
irrespective of their caste, creed, political affiliation 
etc. The only requirement is a willingness. to share 
in, the aspirations of the Movement, namely, a genuine 
concern for the people of India. Of course, they 
should subscribe to the objectives of the Movement. 


Se  eesenstestneeenseenenei 


A Crying and Shouting 
Movement 


Past experience has proved beyond doubt that per- 
sistent crying and shouting only can help to achieve 
things for the common man. The common man at the 
lowest rung of society is the prime concern of the Vigil 
India Movement. It tries to be a crying and shouting 
Movement. | 


In the cohesive common programme of Vigil India 
Movement the educated and the uneducated belong to- 
gether. Their relationship has to be on an even keel. 
The members of the Vigit- Groups thus identifying them- 
selves with their companions together will help Vigil 
India Movement to discover the right strategy for action. 


As a_ crying and shouting Movement, it promotes 
actions ranging from lobbying to public demonstrations. 
Vigil India Movement undertakes research and study. It 
probes into the abridgement of-people’s rights, oppres- 
sion of Dalits and Adivasis, black laws, social problems 
that demand immediate attention, etc., and makes reports 
available. 


In the beginning stages the cry and shout of the 
Movement may not fall on many ears but when many 
voices join the fray it might become so loud that it will 
be difficult not to hear it. 


How many Vigil Groups are there ? 


As on 30th September 1983 there are 800 Vigil | 
Groups with a membership of about 25,000. These 
Vigil Groups are spread over many areas of the 
country. Many of these Groups are very active, some 
nominally active and some may be dead. Even dead 
Groups can be revived with some effort. 


oe 


10 


SECTION Fit 


COURSES 


Everyone does not want to cry and shout nor can 
everyone. It needs a new awakening and a new strength. 
The various residential Courses given at the National Office 
and the Courses at the local level are meant to instil a new 
vigour to cry and shout for Justice. 


_To this end the National Office has already conducted 
various training programmes involving a total of 3500 
persons. Let us have a glimpse into some of the Courses 
which were undertaken by the Vigil India Movement. 


ONE MONTH VIGIL COURSE 1979 


May 15 — June 15, 1979: Thirty young men from 
Orissa and Kerala participated. Some of the topics cov- 
ered were: Political Imprisonment in India, Industrial Rela- 
tions, Trade Union Movement, Multi-National Corporations 
etc. It was during this course that the symbol of Vigil 
India Movement came to be accepted. 


THREE MONTH VIGIL COURSE 1979 


April 17 — July 16, 1979: Daily news reviews, case 
studies, speech making, written assignments, role plays, 
poster making were some of the absorbing features of 
this training programme. Sixteen women workers’ from 
Kanyakumari District of Tamilnadu participated. That one~ 
participant arrived for the Course without slippers or a 
spare saree testify to the social strata of people that are 
trained. 


TWO WEEK VIGIL COURSE 1980 


In December, 1980, 120 participants consisting of 113 
women workers from Kanyakumari, five men from Orissa 
and two from Kerala took-part in the two week. Course. 
The Course was intensive with a variety of questions and 
answers, discussions, talks, debates, case studies and 


How is the work of the Movement co-ordinated ? 


The Movement is flexibly administered. Ten or 
more people can form agroup though thirty would be 
the ideal number for keeping up its dynamism. Such 
groups are called ‘Vigil Groups’. A Vigil Group elects 
its own Convener. The Vigil Groups are linked with 
a ‘State Unit’. Where there is no State Unit the 
Groups function independently. The National Office 
tries to maintain constant touch with the Vigil Groups. 
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role plays. Vigil India Movement’s catch words — HOPE 
FEARLESSNESS and STRUGGLE emerged during the 
Course. These words became the focus of the Vigil India 
Movement. 


Palghat: Six Study Camps of two days duration were held 
in various areas of Palghat District of Kerala in 1980 on 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


VIGiL COURSES 1981 

Three Courses of five day duration were held for a 
total of 69 men from Madurai District. Specific problems 
of Madurai District were analysed and action programmes 
were evolved. Three among them were chosen to be the 
Area Organisers for the three areas into which the Dis- 
trict has been divided for the organisation of Vigil India 
Movement. 


VIGIL COURSES 1982 

One hundred and sixty two persons participated in 
the nine Vigil Courses conducted in 1982. Batches of 
about 20 Conveners were brought to the National Office 
at a time for a 4 day training. One was a guest Course 
for a group of eight slum dwellers in Karnataka. 


UDHR STUDY PROGRAMMES 

Regular five day Courses are held at the National 
Office from time to time. The Courses are based mainly 
on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Local and 
National problems are analysed in the light of this Decla- 
ration. The participants are generally Conveners of Vigil 
Groups. The impotency of our social systems and political 
structures, the incompetence and apathy of our so-called 
‘leaders’, the isolation of the major population from the 
decision making process of our country, the strategic 
impoverishment of. our rural folk etc are exposed and 
the participants become more critical and aggressive 
about the sub-standard living conditions of their own 
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country-men. They return to their villages and involve 
themselves in concrete struggles. 


Various other Courses have been held for women and 
men in Uttar Pradesh, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Tamilnadu and Kerala. Courses are now being planned for 
Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and 
some other parts of India. 


* * * 


STUDY CAMPS | . 

Trivandrum: A 3-day Study Camp on Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights was held in Trivandrum in May 
1982. Twenty eight people with different social and cul-. 
tural backgrounds — students, social workers, fishermen, 
journalists and tribals participated. 


Charalkunnu: Another Study Camp was held at Char- 
alkunnu in Kerala in September 1982 on Universal. Decla- 
ration of Human Rights for 3 days. Thirty four people 
from different walks of life attended the camp. 


ANTI CORRUPTION ONE DAY COURSES 

One day Anti Corruption Courses were conducted in 
14 centres in the Kanyakumari District between November 
and December 1982. 776 people participated in these 
Courses. 

They in turn visited three thousand houses in their 
respective villages and campaigned against various forms 
of corruption in elections to public bodies, legislature and 
parliament. 


* * * 


MADHYA PRADESH AND HIMACHAL PRADESH 

Vigil groups have been formed in Gwalior, Riwa, 
Chindwara and Mandsaur in Madhya Pradesh and Unna 
and Dharmasala in Himachal Pradesh with a membership 
of 120. A one day Camp organised in Himachal Pradesh 
was attended by about one hundred people. Four Camps 
of two days duration have been planned for Madhya 
Pradesh between September and December 1983. 
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VIGIL INDIA 


The Movement’s occasional publication ‘Vigil India’ 
serves as a link between the Vigil groups. Presently 
circulated among 3,000 members and friends of the Move- 
ment it has appeared 28 times till the middle of July 1983. 
The issues are based mostly on -current political situa- 
tions in the country. This also serves as study material 
for some Vigil Groups. Those who contribute annually a 
minimum of Rs. 10/- for the work of Vigil India Movement 
will be enrolled as friends of the Movement. They are 
put on the mailing list of Vigil India. 


What is the role of the National Office ? 


The National Office of the Vigil India Movement 
functions as a watch-dog. Perhaps it is too much of 
a claim but the point is it tries to keep constant Vigil. 
The National Office attempts’ to keep in touch with 
the activities of Vigil Groups all over the country. 
However this is not always possible. The formation 
of Vigil Groups in new areas is geared up by the 
National Office. Whenever authoritarianism puts up 
its ugly front, exploitation raises its head, wherever 
corruption is rampant, human dignity is put to inde- 
cent tests, the basic rights of human beings are 
denied, the National Office becomes restless and 
raises its humble voice to register its protest. This 
very often goes unheeded. However the Movement 
does not give up its efforts. The unending struggle 
goes on. 


The National Office trains the Conveners_peri- 
odically for invigorating the Groups and updating 
them on current issues. Now and then the National 
Staff go visiting State units and village Vigil Groups 


to rejuvenate the Movement and learn from. their 
experience. 
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VIGIL SERIES 


Six such booklets have appeared so far in this series: 

1. The Role of Judiciary in Democracy (16. pages). 
This booklet contains the Inaugural Address of 
Justice K. Madhva Reddy at the Andhra Pradesh 
State Conference of the Vigil India Movement. Here 
we get a vivid analysis of the Significance and 
importance of the Judiciary in a democratic country 
like India. The Judiciary has been termed as (‘the 
Interpreter of Law’). 


2. People’s Rights (31 pages), contains talks by various 
speakers at the Kerala State Conference on Preven- 
tive Detention, Civil Rights in India, UN Covenants 
and atrocities on Harijans. 


3. Hour of Vigilance (18 pages). It is a handbook of 
the Vigil India Movement. In this booklet we talk 
of that hour where the exploited people became 
vigilant and began to participate in the ongoing 
struggle for the demolition of oppressive structures. 


4. Vigilant Women (28 pages). it is a vivid picture of 
the struggles of woman in Kanyakumari district. 
Women have played a fairly strong part in the Vigil 
India Movement and they have become the backbone 
of these struggles. 


5. Unyielding Hope (28 pages) is an interpretation of 
the Vigil India Movement. It takes us on a journey 
across the country and introduces us to the Move- 
ment and the working of the Vigil Groups at different 
levels 


6. Unending Struggle (44 pages). It is a revised 
extension of Unyielding Hope. In this we get an 
upto date glimpse of the various struggles taking 
place in India. We become aware of the continuous 
crying and shouting of the Vigil Groups for justice. 
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
7. A booklet on UDHR (72 pages). 
A translation (Malayalam) of UDHR and the Cov- 


enants of United Nations was published in December 
1981. 


8. A Malayalam booklet on Adivasis. The Report of 
the Study on the Agasthyakoodam Adivasis was 
published as a booklet in April 1982. 


9. A booklet was published in Malayalam on Vigil India 
Movement. 


10.Two publications in Tamil were brought out on 
Current Problems. 


11. A booklet in Hindi was ‘published on Current Pro- 
blems. 


How do the Vigil Groups Function ? 


Problems differ from place to place. Each Vigil 
Group adopts its own strategy for local issues. Gen- 
erally speaking the Vigil Groups stand united against 
various forms of Human Rights violations. Their 
Strategy varies from fighting court cases to demon- 
Strating in front of Government Offices, organising 
rallies, public protests, etc. Isolated Vigil Groups 
find it hard to struggle alone. Contact between vari- |~- 


ous Vigil Groups lead to a better outcome in_ their 
work. 
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SECTION V 


ISSUES OF NATIONAL CONCERN 


The callousness and brutality of those in power towards 
the very same people who have voted them to power makes 
one shudder. This is atrocious violation of democratic norms. 
No sensible citizen should keep quiet about this. 


PREVENTIVE DETENTION 

The dark months of emergency brought the Janata 
Party to power. Once in power this party also began to 
reveal its true colour by having recourse to Black Laws. 
One such measure was the Preventive Detention Bill. In 
the Preventive Detention Bill, Vigil India Movement per- 
ceived a gross contradiction of the Manifesto of the 
Janata Party. A nation-wide protest campaign was 
launched. About two thousand letters and telegrams 
poured into the Prime Minister's office from various mem- 
bers and units of Vigil India Movement and other friends. 
This was coupled with campaigns by several Indian journ- 
als and individuals. Delhi had no other option but to bow 
to public pressure. The Bill was withdrawn in March 1978. 


* * * 


OPTIONAL PROTOCOL 


On 10 December 1948 the United Nations adopted the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. For effective 
implementation of the same, the United Nations adopted 
two Covenants complemented by an Optional Protocol in 
1976. The Optional Protocol empowers the Human Rights 
Committee of the United Nations to receive complaints 
from any individual citizen if his/her rights are violated 
by his/her own State. With much hesitation the Govern- 
ment of India ratified the two Covenants with reservations 
on certain important clauses. The Optional Protocel has 
not been ratified yet. The National Office of Vigil India 
Movement mobilized a Signature Campaign demanding the 
ratification of the Optional Protocol. However, this does 
not seem to have left even a scratch on Delhi. 


% * * 


INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY 

A special number of Vigil India was published in 
August 1981 on ‘The Independence of the Judiciary’, which 
carried views and comments by several Outstanding lead- 
ers. All the leaders emphasised that Judiciary can 
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perform its duties Properly only when it is not sub- 
servient to any other authority outside itself except the 
Constitution which the country has given to itself. 


* * 


ASSAM AND THE ELECTIONS 


The agony of Assam is a matter of great concern to 
one and all. Under the prevailing circumstances, it was 
not a wise decision to hold elections. The Vigil India 
Movement high-lighted this by sending appeals to leading 
individuals and organisations in the country requesting 
them to write to the Prime Minister urging the postpone- 
ment of elections until conditions are congenial for fair 
and free elections. 


% 


% * * 


SPECIAL ISSUE ON ASSAM 


Assam is causing frustration in the minds of people 
everywhere. A special number of Vigil India was brought 
out on: “ASSAM —Is There No Hope’ ventilating the 
views of some of the eminent people in our country. 
Copies were sent to all the members of Parliament and 
many other leaders. : 


% ale we 


ANTI-CORRUPTION CONFERENCE 

The Vigil India Movement participated in the two day 
All India Anti-Corruption Conference in October 1982, at 
Gandhi Bhavan in Bangalore, organised under the joint 
auspices of Citizens of Democracy, People’s Union for 
Civil Liberties, Vigil India Movement, Voter’s Council, 
Sarva Seva Sangh, Hindustan Andolan, Lok Seva Sangh and 
National People’s Committee. 


The aim of the Conference was to examine ways and 
means of checking corruption especially which relates to 
politics. For this purpose it was suggested that Voter's 
Councils should be set up to ensure that only persons of 
integrity are set up as candidates. The Conference empha- 
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sised that there should be proper legislation to prevent 
defection and also for the appointment of independent 
Lokpal at the Centre and Lokayukts in the States. 


PRESS CELL CONFERENCE 

Vigil India Movement convened a meeting of editors 
and reporters of small newspapers in July 1982 at 
the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield, Bangalore. 
Twenty one invitees attended the Conference and dis- 
cussed about the present day conditions of small news- 
papers and magazines. Journalism which was a vocation 
sometime back, has become for many, a business today. 
The Conference emphasised the fact that the newspapers 
have a responsibility to fight for justice and to speak on 
behalf of the exploited masses. It was suggested that 
every effort has to be made to prevent the upcoming small 
newspapers and magazines from joining the business fray. - 
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CHILDREN PROTEST 

In Orissa the Puri branch of Vigil India Movement 
organised a.Children’s procession in September 1979. 
Starting from Acharya Haridar Square and passing through 
the Main streets of Puri Town the procession ended in 
front of Lord Jaganath Temple. Two hundred and fifty 
children took part in the protest march. With placards 
held high in their hands the children were raising slogans 
demanding food, education and abolition of Child Labour. 


A PUBLIC MEETING 

A meeting of the Vigil India Movement, Ludhiana 
Unit (Punjab) was held to express concern over the 
deteriorating law and order situation in the State and it 
blamed the police for the failure to arrest the murderers of 
the student leader Mr. Prithpal Singh Randhawa. It also 
appealed to all the democratic forces to unite against the 
anti-social elements who posed a grave threat to the pro- 
gressive forces in the State. 


* * * 


TRAVELLING ON TIME 

The people of Aryanad in Trivandrum District of 
Kerala have no scarcity for buses. But the problem is the 
buses do not come when they need them most. The buses 
arrive there not for the convenience of the people but 


How far do women participate in the activities 
of the Movement ? 


Women take active part in the work of Vigil 
India Movement. Kanyakumari District has a power- 
ful women’s Movement with over 9,000 members and 
270 Vigil Groups. Andhra Pradesh too have started 
active work among women. Efforts are afoot to widen 
this horizon. Attempts to start women’s groups in 
Calcutta have not met with success. 
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only for the sake of plying. An inconvenienced people 
did not keep quiet for long. The Vigil Groups at Aryanad 
took up the cause of the people. They did not allow any 
bus to pass through Aryanad. From morning till evening 
the buses were waiting near the village. It was around 
four in the €vening that the authorities realised what had 
happened. They went for an on the spot inspection of 
the plight of the buses. The members of Vigil Groups 
intimated the concerned authorities of the plight of the 
people. True, the public was put into difficulties that day 
due to the strike. But from the next day the buses kept 
their time and the people got what they needed most 
— buses on time. 


% % * 


FIGHT FOR IT IS YOUR RIGHT | 

Presiding and Polling Officers in charge of polling 
booths are expected to discharge their duties with justice 
and impartiality no matter what their own political affilia- 
tions are. In the last Tamilnadu Assembly Elections a 
polling officer in Kanyakumari District tried her best to 
Canvass for a particular candidate. A Vigil worker and 
her friends heard the polling officer making a whispering 
request to give their vote to a certain candidate. There- 
upon the girl retorted ‘It is our right to decide whom we 
should vote for’. After marking her ballot paper she 
wanted to put the paper into the box. However, it did 
not go into the ballot box completely. When she moved 
away the officer removed the paper and tampered with it. 
On glancing back, the girl observed what was happening. 
She immediately questioned the officer on her conduct. 
The officer replied, ‘who are you to question me? Get out, 
otherwise | know how to send you back.’ 


The girl lodged a complaint with the policeman on 
duty who prompily asked her to ignore it. But she was 
determined. She narrated the whole incident to her vil- 

lagers standing outside the booth. They took a taxi to 
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the Monday Market, the adjoining town, and telephoned 
the Collector. He was quick to act. He rushed to the 
scene and was able to obtain first hand evidence from 
the people who had already exercised their franchise. He 
immediately ordered an enquiry into the matter. The 
guilty officer was suspended from duties. To pacify the 
enraged crowd of villagers, the officer was removed from 
the scene in a police jeep. The Block Development 
Officer who was present there congratulated the Vigil 
worker and presented her a pen. He asked her to con- 
tinue her fight against injustice more vigorously. 


* * * 


RISKING ONE’S LIFE 

The landlords on the outskirts of Palghat District in 
Kerala are an angry lot now as they have been exposed. 
The bonded labourers have given out horrifying stories of 
their bondage and slavery. Many of such incredible reali- 
ties have found their way to the newspaper offices. This 
naturally infuriated the landlords. Unmindful of such 
furies the Convener of Eruthampathi Vigil Group, a journ- 
alist by profession, exposed the landlord by reproducing 
some report that appeared in ‘Mathrubhumi,’ a Malayalam 
Daily, and in the Tamil Daily ‘Thinathanthi.’ He paid dearly 
for a noble cause. He was beaten up severely and was 
hospitalised. 


This gave more publicity to the cause of the bonded 
labourers. The Kozhinjampara Vigil Group organised a 
protest march with burning torches in their hands and 
shouting slogans. The struggle is on...... This took place 
in July 1981. 
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SOUTH ARCOT 


DONKEYS MAKE IT 


There was continuous irregularity in the supply of 
power (Electricity) which caused considerable inconveni- 
ence to people. To protest against this, the Vigil members 
collected twelve donkeys and tied each one to the lamp 
post on the public road in Ananthapuram town in South 
Arcot District of Tamilnadu. This attracted large crowds 
and the Government engineer met the Vigil members and 
assured that power supply will be made more regular. ~ 


* * * 


CYCLE PROCESSION 

Government rice supplied to ration shops to be sold 
to villagers at Rs. 2.50 per kilo was sold to the custom- 
ers in South Arcot at Rs. 3.50 per kilo against Government 
directions. This was continuing for several weeks. The 
shop keepers would not pay heed to the appeals made by 
Vigil organisers. Therefore they arranged an eight kilo- 
meter procession of one hundred cycles. Several hundreds 
of people gathered to see this protest. This has resulted 
in the reduction of the price of rice to Rs. 2.50 per kilo 
in Kanakankuppam_ and Sangeethamangalam. This news 
has spread to other neighbouring areas which also are 
expected to reduce the price of rice. 


* * * 


POOR QUALITY FOOD 

Hostels for schedule castes and schedule tribes child- 
ren have been started by the Government throughout the 
South Arcot District. The Government feeds the children 
and Rs. 3.50 per kilo of rice has been sanctioned by the 
government. However, the hostel management buys lower 
quality of rice at about Rs. 2/- per kilo and makes an 
illegal profit. The Vigil Group members have talked with 
the warden in the hostel at Ananthapuram about this mat- 
ter and things have begun to improve. 
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RAJASTHAN 


Vigi! Groups have now been formed in Jaipur, Ajmer 
and Bharatpur. Other groups are in the offing. 


a * 


DELHI 

The Delhi women have organised a Vigil Group and a 
humble start has been made. They have decided to carry 
out a porgramme of consumer education. 


* * 


ANDHRA PRADESH 


A beginning has been made to start work among the 
tribals in the Nalama Forest area. Women’s Groups are 
active in Prakasam District. 


a * * 


BIHAR cs 


The. Vigil Groups of West Champaran (Bihar) sup- 
ported the Kissans in their fight to obtain the arrears of 
sugarcane prices from the Sugar Mills. Kissans in large 
numbers participated in the daily meetings in front of the 
mills. The matter was settled amicably after a hunger 
strike undertaken by a ‘freedom fighter.’ 


KANYAKUMARI 


HOW THE WOMEN SECURED WATER 


In one village of Kanyakumari District of Tamilnadu 
State though there was a water tap, there was no water 
available for several weeks inspite of repeated appeals 
to the government authorities. The women members of 
ihe Movement heard that the District Government Officer 
was coming that way in his jeep. The women gathered 
and squatted on the public road preventing the officer 
from proceeding any further. Some other women brought 
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their empty mud pots and broke them on the jeep. The 
Officer promised them water and now the village has two 
taps with running water. 


In Kulachal, the muncipality was Supplying water to 
the villages in a lorry. The police officers stopped the 
lorry every day near the police Station and collected water 
for their families instead of standing with others in a 
queue in the township with their vessels to collect water. 
The Vigil members strongly protested at this and reme- 
died the situation. A Muslim girl gave leadership for 
this struggle. Her husband was summoned to the 
police station and beaten up. The Muslim girl went to 
the police station and warned them of an appeal to the 
higher authorities. She said she has the backing of one 
thousand people. The police officer visited the Muslim 
home and apologised for what happened. 


There are dozens of similar daily happenings. The 
members of Vigil India Movement are engaged in strug- 
gles on various fronts. 


Sa rece epee a en eS Oe es 


Where does the Movement get its financial aid from ? 


Vigil India Movement is not a project where 
money is the source of strength. It just does not 
believe in money power. Its strength is the power 
of the people. It depends upon voluntary efforts at 
the local level. Some organisations with © similar 
objectives also assist us in a small measure. It has 
no recourse to government funds. All the Vigil Con- 
venors are honorary workers. Several full timers 
too work in an honorary capacity. Your financial sup- 
port is solicited. 
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STUDY TEAM IN AGASTYAKOODAM 


Vigil India Movement Study teams have visited the 
Agastyakoodam forests in the South Eastern parts of the 
Trivandrum District of Kerala, twice, first in April 1982 
and again in May 1983 to collect first hand information 
on the condition of the Kanj tribals who are the inhabi- 
tants of the forest. 


These Adivasis are human beings. They are citizens 
of India. They have equal rights like all others. But this 
fact is ignored by the so-called civilised and educated 
man who exploits and oppresses them. The Adivasis lead 
a life of misery, anxiety and fear fighting a losing battle 
against the civilised man as well as wild animals. 


Deep inroads have been made into their privacy and 
large scale encroachment on their land. Land thirsty 
plainsmen and middlemen in connivance with Government 
officials continue to deprive them of their livelihood and 
Subject them to unceasing harassment. There is no one 
to speak for these dumb and half starved tribals. 


_ The study team after walking more than thirty kilo- 
metres inside the forest and on the basis of information 
gathered through observing their conditions and also from 
dialogues with several tribals and_ their headmen, pub- 
lished a: report along with certain recommendations. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
The following recommendations were submitted for 
consideration of the authorities concerned. 


1. Trenches should be made out to protect the homes 
and farmlands from wild animals. 


2. To protect themselves from wild animals Adivasis 
Should be allowed the privilege of the use of country 
made guns, which they enjoyed for generations. 
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3 Provide boarding school for the children of the 1,500 
Adivasi families, and also provide accommodation for the 
teachers. The children should be given’ meals, uniforms 
and books free of cost. 


4. A full time hospital with accommodation and other 
facilities for the Doctor and other personnel to be pro-° 
vided. | 
5, Arrange for a small motor boat and sufficient ferry 
boats. 


6. Open ration shops and fair price shops. 


7. Make proper arrangements to safeguard the tribals 
from harassment and false charges. 


Representations were made to the Chief Minister oF 
Kerala on behalf of the Adivasis. 


PURI FISHERMEN STUDY PROGRAMME 


This programme was taken up by the Puri Town Vigil 
Group (Orissa State) among the fisher folk residing in the 
Fishermen Colony near the Puri sea-shore. This pro- 
gramme was started in November 1979. The study was 
made mostly by young college students and lawyers. 
Altogether it took 80 days to meet individual families 
numbering about 200. 49 among these families were 
selected for case studies. 


What they accomplished is a 51 page document reveal- 
ing their first hand experience on the socio-political- 
economic realities of these fisherfolk. 


They exposed that 40% of these fishermen own their 
nets and country boats. The annual income of this sec- 
tion on an average is Rs. 3,260/. The annual average 
income of the non-boat-owners is only Rs. 1,854/-. 
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/On the. political front, 51.1% of these people are 
against the present~ election System. 14.2% of them 


labelled the present mode of Elections as the game of the 
rich. 


The opinions expressed by the fisherfolk reveal the 
dissatisfaction of the lower section, with the present 
system. Their view cannot be ignored for they represent 
the sentiments of a large majority who Struggle to eke 
Gut their existence . 


* * * 


KANYAKUMARI RIOTS STUDY REPORT 


The month of March 1982 was one of mourning and 
wailing in several villages of Kanyakumari District, where 
Vigil India Movement now has two hundred and seventy 
Vigil Groups and nine thousand members. Unprecedented 
clashes and riots broke out in the District and took away 
the lives of some and the livelihood of many — all in the 
name of God, like the Holy Wars of olden times. “Among 
the Hindus there has been a growing antagonism 
against the Christian fishermen who are predomin- 
antly poor, less advanced and less_ influential. The 
Hindu Vishwa Parishat and the RSS (both militant 
Hindu Organisations) have been going about _insti- 
gating the members of the Hindu community on one ground 
or another. At the same time it is alleged that on the 
part of the Christian fishermen there seems to have been 
a well planned effort since fishermen from as far as 
_futicorin came to these villages ...the members of the 
two Communities were in general peace-loving and for 
harmonius living. But a small active vocal group has 
instigated the people and appealed to their emotions say- 
ing ‘religion in danger’. The result is what happened till 
the 20th of March. Pitched battles were fought, bombs 
were thrown, swords and other kinds of weapons were 
used, besides the use of guns... it was a reign of terror. 
People do not seem to remember any such horror. These 
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are only a few extracts from the report prepared by Prof. 
Dr. N. Isaac about the communal clashes that rocked the 
District of Kanyakumari in the month of March 1982. 


’ Dr.N. Isaac formerly Principal of the Andhra Christian 
College was appointed as a one man commission by the 
National President to bring out a report of the causes, 
facts and figures of the clashes in Kanyakumari. He met 
with a selected team of 15 Conveners from the riot-torn 
areas on March 31 in Trivandrum. The- Conveners’ gave 
a vivid picture of all the happenings in the District. The 
report was published in ‘Vigil India’ No. 24. The full report 
was published in Indian Express, a leading daily of India. 


~The Study Report speaks of the work done by the 
women members of the Vigil India Movement during the 
riots. : 


When people were afraid to move out, these women 
holdly entered the riot-torn areas. Pamphlets condemning 
the indiscriminate police firings and requesting the Gov- - 
ernment to give protection to the minorities were printed 
and distributed among the public. The Conveners and 
members of the Movement took part in the silent pro- 
cession from Manchiankodu to Marthandam jointly orga- 
nised by Christians, Hindus and Muslims. 


The bodies of the dead inthe police firing were taken 
in a procession from Mandaikadu to Colachel. Over a 
lakh of people took part in the procession to express 
their solidarity with the deceased. The members of the 
Vigil India Movement went round the villages and encour- 
aged the people to join the procession. 


As the number of injured taken to the Government 
hospital was increasing everyday, the care given to them | 
was decreasing. Some of them were kept outside the 
hospital without proper bed and medical care. When the 
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area organisers of Vigil India Movement went to visit the 
injured they were struck by the plight of the injured. They 
talked with the Medical Officer of the hospital and the 
attending nurses and things were rectified. 


In most of the villages affected by the clashes the 
people were deprived of electricity, water and transport 
facilities. Conveners of Vigil Groups in the affected vil- 
lages met the District Government Officer and other 
concerned authorities and proper arrangements were 
made to restore normal supply. 


In some villages people could not even go out to buy 
food. They had to confine themselves to their homes and 
starve if they wanted to be secure. The members and 
organisers of Vigil India Movement approached the Tahsil- 
dar (Sub District Officer) and made arrangements for dis- 
tribution of food ration to the people. 


Many individuals were holding guns and these were 
_ used indiscriminately during the clashes. The Area Vigil 
Organisers went round the villages secretly, found out the 
gun-holders and one of the organisers rang up the Col- 
lector and informed him. The licences of such private 
gun-holders were cancelled. 


The Panchayat sirens meant for public use were mis- 
used by the miscreants to call people together for the 
onslaught. Vigil Organisers approached the authorities and 
the Panchayat Officer quietly removed the fuse of the 
sirens. 


The Movement sent telegrams to the Chief Minister 
of Tamilnadu requesting him to guarantee protection and 
security to the victims of communal clashes. 


* * 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


An All India Conference of the Vigil India Movement 
was held at the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield 
in December 1981. Representative leaders from the Pun- 
jab, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Kerala and Tamilnadu participated. 


The following Resolutions were unanimously adopted: 


|, . This Conference of the Vigil India Movement having 
come to realise the multitudinous nature of the pro- 
blems facing the nation, resolves to intensify its 
activities at the village level with a view to educate 
the rural masses and make them conscious of their 
rights and help them to organise themselves to fight 
all forms and manifestations of oppression, exploita- 
tion and authoritarianism and to free themselves from 
such oppression and exploitation and win their basic 
needs and democratic rights. It is further resolved 
_ that the Vigil India Movement shall strive to build up 
and lend its support to all forces of progress striv- 
ing to build up a truly egalitarian, classiess and 
casteless socio-economic order. 


HW. This Conference takes serious note of the dangerous 
h trends developing in the country that may under- 
mine the democratic set-up of the nation, in parti- 
cular the efforts being made at the highest level 
sometimes open, sometimes clandestine, to establish 
a family rule in India and the attempts to introduce 
Presidential form of Government which will be the 
beginning of the end of all democracy in the coun- 
try. We firmly resolve to oppose all such attempts 
and designs to establish an oligarchic, autocratic 
regime, call up the people of this great nation to be 
vigilant, to prevent and stem all such attempts or 
designs and to strengthen, stabilize and preserve 
b, Parliamentary form of democracy and democratic 
way of life at all levels from Panchayats onwards. 
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This Conference feels disturbed at the move of the 
party in power to undermine the independence of the 
Judiciary in India and to convert that great institu- 
tion into an adjunct of the Executive »by various 
methods, in particular by transfer of High Court 
judges without any normor principle. It is our firm 
conviction that an independent and fearless Judiciary 
is one of the most important guarantees for the pre- 
servation of democracy in India and hence it is our 
opinion that the Constitution should be suitably 
amended to restrict the powers. of the Executive 
with regard to the transfer of High Court judges, to 
ensure an independent and fearless Judiciary. 


This Conference views with great concern the 
increasing attacks on the freedom of the Press and 
repeated threats to the functioning of an independent 
fourth estate by the Central Government as well as 
by several State Governments and calls upon the 
people to rally round to safeguard the existence of 
a truly free press in India. We strongly condemn 
the invidious discrimination shown against the in- 
dependent papers and magazines in the matter of 
giving advertisements and distribution of newsprint 
and urge the authorities to evolve a uniform: system 
for the giving of advertisements and: distribution of 
newsprint. 


This Conference vehemently condemns the promulga- 
tion of Black laws like the National Security Act, 
Maintenance of Essential Services Act and all other 
Preventive Detention laws in the various States in- 
cluding the amendment brought by the Government 
of Uttar Pradesh in the Criminal Procedure Code 
and similar amendment proposed by the Government 
of Andhra Pradesh denying bails to persons accused 
of certain offences. We join our strong voice of 
protest along with al! other forces standing for demo- 
cratic freedom and civil liberties in the country and 
demand the Government of India and the concerned 


38 


VI 


Vil 


State Governments to withdraw all such draconian 
laws. forthwith. 


This Conference ‘expresses its shock and dismay at 
the alarmingly soaring prices of essential commodi- 
ties in the country and the inability of the Govern- 
ments in power to arrest such Soaring prices and 


resolves to mobilize the entire people in unison 


with all left and democratic forces to. bring down 
and stabilize the prices in order to ensure the availa- 
bility of essential commodities to the poor at micro- 
level. 


This Conference views with alarm the growing collu- 
sion between certain politicians and _ anti-social 


_, goonda elements in several States and wishes to 
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alert the people and all political parties against the 
dangers involved in such developments and urge 
them to organise and guard themselves against such 
dangers. 


This Conference strongly condemns. the politics of 
murder being. indulged in by certain parties and 
groups which has become rampant in the country 
and warns the people to be vigilant and to organise 
themselves to resist such reprehensible activities 


_ of these parties and groups to save democracy and 


the nation. 

This Conference is disturbed by the continued killing 
of political workers by the police in various parts 
of India masquerading as ‘encounters’ and calls 
upon all concerned to stop such dastardly brutality 
unbecoming of a civilised government. 

This Conference notes with concern the increasing 
use of child labour in violation of existing laws and 
the prevalence of the deadly disease of Silicosis 
among the slate pencil workers of Madhya Pradesh 
and elsewhere in India and urge the authorities con- 
cerned to take adequate and speedy measures to 
prevent the same. 


39 


TAMIL NADU STATE CONFERENCE " 
Class struggle in a caste society was the theme of a. 
two day State Conference at Tamil Nadu held in November, 
1978. “ 
KERALA STATE CONFERENCE 
A two day State level Conference was held in Dect 
ember 1978 at Cochin which discussed among other sub-— 
jects, Preventive Detention, Civil Rights situation in India, — 
UN Covenants and massacre of Harijans at — e 
*| 


ORISSA STATE CONFERENCE 

A Conference ‘of Vigil Conveners and leaders of © 
Orissa State was held in Puri in November 1980. Special — 
attention was given to the Dadan labour problem. - 


ANDHRA PRADESH STATE SEMINAR 


A Seminar on Human Rights of weaker sections Was, 
jointly held by the Sociology Department of Andhra Pra- 
desh University and the Andhra Pradesh unit of Vigil | 
Movement in July 1981. 300 staff and students took part 
in the inaugural meeting and 90 participated in the 2 day — 
sessions. lt was emphasised that the basic truth behind 
Human Rights is that all men and women are brothers” 
and sisters. 


ANDHRA PRADESH STATE CONFERENCE 


in March 1982 a two day State Conference was 
at Cuddapah. it was attended by 85 conveners of 
Groups. It emphasised the need for intensifying | 
struggles for the overall development of the villages. 


UTTAR PRADESH LAWYERS’ CONFERENCE | 
A one day State level Lawyers’ Conference was 


Vigil India Movement in July 1982 at Pararkar 
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Bhavan, Varanasi, in which lawyers from several parts of 
Uttar Pradesh participated. 


The Conference deplored the fact that under the exist- 
ing conditions, the independence and impartiality of the~ 
Judiciary are in a non-too happy position, mainly due to 
the interference of Political leaders who want to protect 
their own interest at the cost of national interest. The 
Conference felt that authoritarianism posed the greatest 
threat to the independence of the Judiciary, with those in 
power trying to subvert it to their own advantage and 
thus undermining its strength. 


In such a situation, the role of the Advocates in 
protecting the sanctity of the Rule of Law assumed greater 
importance, the Conference concluded. 


UTTAR PRADESH STATE CONFERENCE 

Five hundred delegates representing various political 
parties, Trade Unions and Youth Organisations attended 
the First State Level Conference of the Uttar Pradesh Unit 
of the Vigil India Movement held in December 1982, at 
the Sardar Patel Dharmasala, Varanasi. The Conference 
Stated that the country is faced with various problems 
which cannot be solved by political parties, because every 
problem more or less is concerned with votes and that 
the evils of society have reached astage which can burst 
any moment with serious consequences. It emphasised 
that Organisations or Movements like the Vigil India Move- 
ment was the need of the hour because it can give defi- 
nite vision to the country. 


NATIONAL CONSULTATION OF WORKERS 

Two National Consultations of workers were held in 
Bangalore in June 1983 and in September 1983. Plans were 
made for strengthening of the work in the various States 
of India. National Consultations for workers are being 


held from time to time. 
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Does the Vigil India Movement participate in 
struggles against Human Rights violations in : 
other parts of the world ? 


Yes, the VIM is concerned about Human Rights 
situation everywhere. However, its main focus is on 
India. The Movement continues to co-operate with 
organisations like Amnesty International and is in- 
volved in writing letters on behalf of Prisoners of the 
Month. It.sends Urgent Action Appeals. 


Through Vigil India, publicity is given to Human 
Rights violations in the various countries. Acting on 
reliable letters from Manila, the VIM sent out hun- 
dreds of letters to various parts of the world to 
mobilise public opinion against the suppression of 
democracy in the Philippines. 


The National Office sends letters and telegrams 
from time to time to the heads of Governments in- 
viting their co-operation to implement the provisions 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The 
concern and struggle for Human Rights in India is 
seen and undertaken in the context of the _ total 
human situation on the global scale. 
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GLIMPSES 


(Excerpts from ‘India We Want’ Published in Vigil India) 


ee Every man ought to have his minimum require- 

_ tment like food, clothing, means for a decent living etc. 
Under the present economic System it is impossible to 
achieve these things because the economy is growing in 
an irregular fashion. The centre of this growth is the 

~ industries. The industrial elite and the -politicians colla- 
borate for their own benefits. The India we want implies 
@ reconstruction of the Indian economy with a strong bias 
towards the reconstruction of the villages...... c 


* * * 


ge Rie We must seek to establish a new political 
Structure. A new political structure must take into account 
the socio-cultural, economic and political realities of the 
country. Central to these realities stands the life of an 
indian village. The minimum requirement of the Indian 
villager should be placed at the centre of Indian develop- 
ment. That is the Indian we want...... ‘ 


* * t 


MENGE a But as long as the land is in the hands of a 
‘minority and the bulk of the people who work on it are 
condemned to the status of ‘landless labourers.’ agri- 
cultural products will be controlled by motives of indi- 
vidual gain and the needs of the country will go ignored. 


There is a relationship between this pattern and the pov- 
erty in the country...... 
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What is Vigil india Movement ? 


Vigil India Movement is the natural outcome of 
the concern to quicken the consciousness particularly — 
of the rural and also of the urban people for deep 
involvement in an ongoing struggle for the demolition | 
of oppressive structures and it persistently seeks the 
emergence of a new society. It is a grassroot level. 
Human Rights Organisation and something more than 
a Human Rights Organisation — it is a People’s Move- 
ment. It works to instil HOPE in the minds. of the | | 
people, make them ‘FEARLESS’ and equip them to | 
‘STRUGGLE’ for the realisation of a truly democratic — 


and just society. 


NO WHERE AT ANY TIME IN HISTORY CAN HUMAN 
RIGHTS BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED. EVEN THOSE WHO 
STRUGGLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS SUPPRESS HUMAN 
RIGHTS WHEN THEY GET POWER. THEREFORE, THE 
FIGHT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS HAS BECOME AN ENDLESS 
NECESSITY EVERYWHERE. “ETERNAL VIGILANCE IS THE 
PRICE OF LIBERTY.” 
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